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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 16516 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SWEL, PAHO, TBIO 

SUBJECT: PAHO-ELECTION OF DIRECTOR 

REF: STATE 144367 

1. ACCORDING TO DR. JACQUES MEILLON, MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR. FRENCH HAVE FIXED NO DE- 
CISION ON SUPPORT OF ANY CANDIDATE FOR PAHO DIRECTORSHIP 
BUT ARE ALSO SEEKING CANDIDATE SUPPORTABLE BY MAJORITY. 
HAVING SENT NO REPRESENTATIVE FROM PARIS TO THE CURRENT 
MEETING OF PAHO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, FRANCE 
IS WAITING TO HEAR "IN THE HALLWAYS" THE POSITIONS OF 
OTHER MEMBERS. DR. MEILLON IS VERY INTERESTED IN 
HEARING U.S. POSITION SOONEST. 

COMMENT: WHILE INSISTING THAT FRANCE HAD NOT YET TAKEN 
A POSITION ON DIRECTORSHIP ELECTION, DR. MEILLON 
TWICE REFERRED TO FACT THAT INCUMBENT S "ADVANCED AGE" 
WOULD NOT LET HIM FINISH NEW 5-YEAR TERM BEFORE 
MANDATORY RETIREMENT. THUS FRENCH HAVE ALREADY PRE- 
PARED AN EXCUSE FOR NOT SUPPORTING INCUMBENT IF 
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE FOUND. 
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2. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO REPEAT TO AMERICAN RE- 
PUBLIC DIPLOMATIC POSTS. 

IRWIN 
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